Data on the Virginia opossum, Didelphis virginiana, was collected during a study of the raccoon, Procyon lotor, in north Louisiana (Bienville, Claiborne, Jackson, Lincoln, and Webster parishes) from May 1975 through September 1977, largely by live-trapping.
The age ratio of 209 free-ranging opossums was 14% immature to 86% adult. Age was determined by using the stages of tooth eruption described by Petrides (1949 (Lay, 1942) . If these percentages are consistent in other areas, males made up a larger percentage of the free-ranging population in the southern states than in the north. However, males tend to shift their home ranges farther and more frequently than females. It follows that casual trapping of an area might yield a low male-to-female ratio, but with more intensive sampling, the ratio of males might progressively increase. The male-to-female ratios of opossums captured in the other southern studies cited might be more nearly equal if the animals came from areas extensively trapped, but this is not known. In our study, the animals were captured in traps, which were moved rather often from site to site in order to survey large areas for marked raccoons. This procedure should have favored a truer sex ratio (the one given) than one derived by trapping continuously at specific stations.
Weights were obtained from 209 opossums-105 adult and 18 immature males; 74 adult and 12 immature females. The monthly distribution of captures of these animals was 48 captured during January; 53, February; 11, March; 10, April; 24, May; 11, June; 11, July; 29, August; 6, September; and 6, December. Traps were removed from the study area during the October and 
